
 

 

MWCapital and Vueling bring together 180 
developers on board the Digital Talent Flight from 

Paris to Barcelona to solve the "We Speak Your 
Language" hackathon 

 

 

• MWCapital and Vueling have launched the Digital Talent Flight initiative, 
in which developers from the EPITECH technology university 
participated in a hackathon that started in Paris and concluded in 
Barcelona. The goal was to develop a simultaneous translation solution 
that enables communication during a flight without an Internet 
connection. 

• The winning proposal was La Joconde, a holistic offline solution 
integrating lightweight language models for both synthesis and 
translation. 

• After presenting their proposals during the flight from Paris to Barcelona, 
the developers participated in the second day of the Talent Arena. 

 

International developers and finalists from the EPITECH Technological University upon their arrival 
at the Talent Arena 



 

 

 

 

Barcelona, march 4th 2025.- Around 180 international developers landed in 
Barcelona this morning aboard the Digital Talent Flight, an initiative organized by 
Mobile World Capital Barcelona (MWCapital) and Vueling, marking the conclusion 
of the "We Speak Your Language" hackathon. The flight, departing from Paris, was 
the culmination of a challenge in which participants competed to create 
technological solutions for simultaneous translation to improve communication 
between passengers and crew on board without requiring an Internet connection. 

Upon landing in Barcelona, the developers and finalists arrived at the Talent Arena, 
Europe's leading digital talent event, where the awards were officially announced 
throughout the day. Participants also had the opportunity to attend workshops, 
conferences, and presentations by international technology experts during the 
second day of the event. 

Upon arrival at the event, GSMSA's CEO, John Hoffman, and MWCapital's CEO, 
Francesc Fajula, welcomed the 180 developers participating in the initiative and 
had the opportunity to learn firsthand about the finalist proposals of the hackathon. 

A journey full of innovation 

The "We Speak Your Language" hackathon, launched in Paris, challenged EPITECH 
university students to create a real-time voice translation system capable of 
facilitating communication between crew and passengers in their native languages, 
without requiring an Internet connection. The solutions needed to be viable in an in-
flight context, considering the limitations and specific conditions of the aviation 
environment. 

During the flight to Barcelona, the five finalist teams had the opportunity to present 
their solutions to a panel of industry technology experts and sector developers. 
Each team defended their proposal, evaluated based on criteria such as technical 
feasibility, applicability in an in-flight environment, and user experience. 

The five proposals presented on board during the Paris-Barcelona journey stood out 
for their innovative approaches to overcoming language barriers. The first finalist 
developed an offline solution compatible with laptops and smartphones, enabling 
real-time translations during crew demonstrations. The second introduced three 
different methods for establishing server communication, enhancing system 
flexibility. The third team incorporated a "Quick Announcements" function within 
their QR-accessible app, designed for specific situations and routes. The fourth 
finalist impressed with a demonstration of transmission in five languages 



 

simultaneously. Finally, the fifth team developed an application with an optimized 
interface and a robust role-separation mode to improve user experience. 

The winning proposal was La Joconde, a holistic offline solution integrating 
lightweight language models for both synthesis and translation. This instant 
translation system stood out for its approach, which combines a solid backend, a 
well-designed interface, and an innovative perspective on customer experience, 
making it the winner of this challenge. This project not only enables efficient 
communication in multiple languages but also enhances the user experience, 
adapted to the space and connectivity constraints on board. 

The winning team will have the opportunity to work directly with Vueling to explore 
the implementation of their solution on the airline's aircraft. 

 

Boosting digital talent in Barcelona 

With the Digital Talent Flight, MWCapital and Vueling reinforce Barcelona’s 
positioning as a leading technological hub, driving innovation and attracting 
international digital talent. 

The Digital Talent Flight is a clear example of MWCapital and Vueling’s commitment 
to positioning Barcelona as a reference technological hub, fostering innovation, and 
attracting international digital talent. This challenge was not only a platform for 
finding innovative technological solutions but also an opportunity to connect digital 
talent with industry experts and generate new ideas that could transform the 
passenger experience in the future. 

 

 

About Talent Arena 

Talent Arena is Europe’s leading event dedicated to digital talent, organized by Mobile World Capital 
Barcelona and co-located with MWC Barcelona 2025. For the first time, digital professionals, leading 

global tech companies, and educational institutions will come together to create a hub for learning, 

networking, and professional growth. In collaboration with GSMA, the Ministry of Digital Transformation 

and Public Administration, the Government of Catalonia, and the Barcelona City Council, with the support 

of CaixaBank as the main partner, Schneider Electric and Seidor as event sponsors, Salesforce as a 

supporting sponsor, and Eurofirms as an HR sponsor, Talent Arena plays a key role in fostering the next 

generation of European tech talent. 

 

 

About Mobile World Capital Barcelona 

Mobile World Capital Barcelona is a public-private foundation that drives the digital development of 

society to build a more inclusive, equitable, and sustainable future through the humanistic use of 

technology. MWCapital contributes to positioning Barcelona as a global digital benchmark and 

consolidating the legacy of MWC throughout the year by promoting initiatives in technology transfer, 

digital talent development, and innovative technology projects with social impact. 

 

 

About Vueling 



 

Vueling, part of the IAG group, is a leading airline in Europe and a key player in Spain’s connectivity. 
It is the leader at its main base in Barcelona-El Prat and other significant Spanish markets such as Bilbao. 

It also leads connectivity between the mainland and the Balearic and Canary Islands. Internationally, it is 

working to strengthen its presence in bases such as Paris-Orly and London-Gatwick. The company operates 

a network of approximately 220 routes per year, connecting 30 countries. In 2024, it operated more than 

223,000 flights. 

With over 4,600 employees, Vueling is the only European airline recognized as a Top Employer. The 

company is firmly committed to the decarbonization of the sector and, as part of the IAG group, has 

pledged to achieve net-zero carbon emissions by 2050 through the implementation of the FlightPath Net 

Zero strategy. 

True to its digital DNA, Vueling was the first airline to sell tickets via a mobile app and offer digital boarding 

passes with a QR code. The airline also has a team of more than 600 people working at its innovation hubs 

in Barcelona and Zaragoza. 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information:  

 

Mobile World Capital  

Víctor Solvas, Cerezo · vsolvas@mobileworldcapital.com · +34 663 201 406  

Emily Henley · ehenley@mobileworldcapital.com · +34 673 004 102  

 

Vueling 

Communication department: prensa@vueling.com   

ATREVIA: vueling@atrevia.com   

Lídia Anglí · 667 63 20 94  

Esteve Solà · 647 57 36 28  
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